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a MATS 


Thomas Heod once admonished a gossiping Christian to beware lest her piety should 
prove, after all, to be nothing better than Mag-piety. 


POETRY. 


A TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF ELDER ORSON HYDE. 


Thou friend of mankind th they B forget these, 

of friendshi the shal 
my harp, though it mourn, with my theme en me 

To sing of thy virtues and glorious reward. : 


Munificent nature with lavish bestowment 
Enriched thee to witness and honor her cause; 
But yay surpassing each mental endowment, 
Was thy hearty submission to heavenly laws. 


Thy sojourn is ended, thy mortal commission— _ 
y errand to declare heaven’s message to man. 
y spirit was Aa tian with holy ambition 

To spread the tidings through every land. 


The fire of thy word, the darkness illuming, 

and — and life to the 

| e an strain so uring, 
Won trophies around: ‘for the great divin Head. 


The chariots of Israel, of Israel] m brother, 
— thee farewell while their — 
and mantle descend on — ‘other 

o kingdom of God shall as truly revere. 


| In regions congenial is progressing | 
n the work o emption, thanksgivings 
Shall follow thy name and thy glorious cor com “ Be 


Well tuned is thy 2 
— 
muse now brother, 
* ently triekle à tear on oo” 
Cg, Arth, 1879. Ji. H. Wann. 


— 


NIAI. -In the 17th Ward, Salt Lake City, January 16th, of old age, Joh Neal, 4 89 years and 8 
months. He embraced the Gospel in 1848, vat to Utah in 1 , was as respected and 
beloved by all who knew him. — Herald.“ * 2 
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„ HzaR THE WORD OF THE Lorp, O Ys WATION®, AND DECLARE IT IN THE 10 
AFAR OFF, AND sar, He TRAT SOATrERETH ISRAEL WILL GATHER HIM, AND KEEP 
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‘THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM—IT3 GENUINENESS K 
BY ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS. 
| 
FROM 100. 


omar. VIII. 


‘Considerable has been need- 
lessly expended on the statement that 
the sitting 1 in plate III, ot the 
Book of Abraham, represents that 
patriarch sitting upon Pharaob’ 
throne by the politeness of the king.” 
It has been scoffed at as an idea en- 
tirely too silly to be met with calm 
argument. To imagine 7 the grew: 
and mighty ruler 4 yt woul 
invite au Arab 8 best 
shep the prinoe, to Ay — me throne, | fro 
was altogether too 22 for a mo- 
men's serious consideration; su 
condescension woul 

ame a Chea we. 

ow tbat it de often enay. 
cule ‘as it is ‘difficult ee 10 
we. will let the jut whit 


we 


bring forward our strong rearons’”’ 
for believing this, as well as all other 


portions of ‘Abraham’s divinely. in- 


aspired record. Josephus writes (Book 
1, chap. viii) that when Pharaoh die- 
covered that the woman, Sarah, whom 
he desired to take into his household; 
was the wife of Abraham, be made, as 
an 1 cuse for his at ion, that, believing 
o be the Patriarch’s sister, he 
wichen to marry her, from his desire 
to be related to so distinguished a 
personage as Abraham. 
not be irony; Pharaoh was not ina 
condition to be ironical with his guest. 
It must have been an excuse that 
bore. 2 its face the — of 
th, and one that would be accepted 
— the powerful visitor 
Had it been otherwise, 
it would — been adding insult to 
te of Abraham vo · 
t to become a teacher 
* we should probably 
in anger he returned to his 
own an land. Then, accepting Pharach’s 
own statement to be true, is it diffi- 


his 


Abraham on Throne. He 

makes a Treaty ending a One Hun 

dred years’ war, The true nen of 

Astronomy, Governing lanets, 

Kolob. 
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cult to believe that he who wished to 
be sv nearly allied to Abraham, would, 
in the fulness of Eastern politeness, 


think it any too great a condescension . 


to ask him to sit upon his throne, 
whilst he explained to him and to his 
court the wonders of the numberless 
creatious of God. 

Nor is this alk. 
testimony of how powerful a man was 
Abraham amongst the children of the 


é havé-yet! other 
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the Faithful. It appears from Herod- 
otus, that according to the story of 
the idolatrous Egyptian priests of 
his day, when Cheops ascended the 
throne, he ‘‘ closed the temples of the 
false gods and prohibited their sacri- 
fices. 1 Cheops is said to have reigned 
fifty years, and wag: succeeded by his 
brother Chepren, who also kept the 
temples closed. In the succeeding 
reigu the temples were again opened, 


Nile. Our readers will probably re and to their old 


collect that we have already drawn 
attention to a statement of “Josephas, 
that at the time the Patriarch visited 
Egypt, the people of that country 
despised each other’s sacred rites, and 
were very angry one with another on 
that acc farther, that Abraham 
proved to them that their various 
reasouings were vain and void of 
truth. Modern research has shown 
that Abraham did more than this. It 
appears that somewhat more than one 
hundred years befere Abraham’s ad- 
vent into Eyypt, one of its monarchs, 
Mencheres, attempted to establish the 
worship of Osiris over all Eyypt. As 
a result, a grent religious war ensued, 


which continued for a century. The 
history of the country, at this time. 


becomes involved and obscure in the 


highest degree, but one fact is abso 


lutely certain, and that ia, that this 
civil war was fierce, long-suntinued 
and with varying anccess. A late 
British histories! tex -houk states that 
in the year 1984 B.C. (according tuo 
the best chronology, which is, how- 
ever, far from satisfactory, )* Abraham 
visited and aided Achthoes (Pharaub) 
in forming a treaty with his rival to 
terminate the religions war. Then, if 
it be true that Abraham was 80 great 
a power in his day, that by his aid a 
civil war of one hundred years’ dura- 
tion was brought to an amicable close, 
is there anything incongruous in the 
idea that he, by politeness, sat upon 
the throne of the ruler to whom b 

had been of 0 great service.) 
About this time, as near as can be 
told, à great’ shange was effected in 
the religion ok the Egyptians, which 
we ascribe’ to the ‘preaching. iii their 
midst, of the Gospel, by the Father of 


modes 
these two sovereigns by the heathen 


— — 


Facts and Dates by Rev, A. Mackay, 


worship. So hated were 


dwellers of the Nile, of later years, 
that Herodotus states they would 
not even mention their names. Mr. 
John Taylor, author „f The Great 
Pyramid, Why was it built and who 
built it?” from various evidences 
brought to his notice, infers that 
these kings ‘‘might have been pre- 
eminently good, or were at all events 
of different religions faith” from those 
who told the story to Herodotus. 
Putting the various facts before stated 
together, that Abraham taught holy 
principles to the Egyptians, that his 
teachings so wrought upon them that 
they brought to a close a civil war of 
one hundred years duration, and that 
near this time the idolatrous temples 
were closed, all forming parts of one 
harmonious whole, we are irresistibl 

drawn to the conclusion shite 
changes were bfvaght about hy the 
proclamation of the Gospel, ‘mire 
especially are we led thereto by the 
hatred shown to the kings who ac- 
‘cepted this message, aud carried out 
these reforms, by the worshipers of 
Osiris in succeeding generations. It 
so much resembles the course pursue 

by others in like circumstances in 
other lands and at other times, Che- 
ops'is usually credited with being the 
builder of the great pyramid, aud to 
that mighty strusture we shall by and 
by appeal for testimony to prove that 
whoever its builders were, they were 
acquainted with the sublime system 
of astronomy revealed by Jehovah ta 
Abraham, with inétructions to teach 
it to the Egyptians.)  - 
Abraham tells us that. there were 
three ‘ways by which he received his 
knowledge of astronomy. ~ 


Harteourt’s Dostrines-of the Deluge." 
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$et. Through the records handed [ great oni Kolob; because it is near 
down to him n the anti-deluvinn unto me, for I am the Lord thy God ; 
patriarchs. I have get this one to govern all those 

and. By the use: of the Urini-end which belong to: the aame order ut 
Thummim, whioh he received from the that upon which thou: standest. And 
Lord in the Ur of Ohaldes. the Lord said unto’ me. by the Urim 
«Sed. By direct: communication with and: Thummim, that Kolob: was after 
the Almighty; who face to face, and | the manner of thes Lord, according 40 
with His own voice,’ explained to him | ite times and eea¥onsin the revolution 
the laws that governed His coantless thereof, that ene revolution was a day 
orea tions. ‘| unto: the: Lord} after his manner of 

The system of satronomy. revealed reckoning, it being one 
by God to Abraham is so vast, years acoording to the: time 
— ‘so comprehensive, that no — unto ‘that whereon:’ thou 

pired man ever searched out its This is the — of the Lord's 
22 or-ascended ite heights. Oeoa - | time, to. the. 

sionally a patient searcher after truth Kolob. “T eile 

caught a faint glimmer of ite glory, | lu other worde these great 
but that was all. But they none erning planets control all others im 
learned as Abraham learned, nor did their revolutions, or are the 3 
the profoundest astronomers ot forty around whieh the others revolve. Ag 
yéars ago have aught’ but the most the moon revolves: round the earth, 
meagre and’ vague conception of the and the earth with ‘the:other — 
truths given to the world by Joseph and secondary’ planets belonging to 
Smith, in his inspired translation of this: solar system’ revolve. — the 
Abraham record. Indeed, the truths sun, 30 has the sun a centre around 
there set forth are, to- day, scarcely which it; with albits earths and moons, 
recognized’ by the more conservative revolves, while this grand centre has 
a#chools' of astronomy; it is only the a governing planet also, a ‘sun or 
more daring minds that world around which it, with its attend- 
even in part; ant systems: of suns and worlds, ro- 

The great truths told by Abraham volve, and 320 on until we come to 
regarding the starry hosts of heaven | Kolob, the ““ nearest to the celestial 
ate recorded thus: ‘I saw the start | or the residetice«of God,” which is 
that they were very great, aud that the grand centre ‘which governs all 
one of them. was nearest unto. the | the suns and systems of suns ‘‘ which 
throne of God; and there were: man belong to the samo order as our 
great ones that were near it; and the daxtby.and those that move with it, 
bord said unto me, These are ‘the | The don⁰Llderation of these subli ne 
ones ; and the name ofitbe | our next 


Lod 


ee 75 


HOW OONVERSTON® 18, PRODUCED. 


- tendum: entertain different opinions | and: feats: have been wrought — 

wegarding the nature and cause of the excited, by the sendatioualor emotin»- 
vent in a man’s life, which’ they: call | ak pre y he begins to: groan, à d 
“iconversion to Ohrist;“ aud — ahont, and weep, and gots to he 
Spinions differ from the druth as wide: anzious seat or mournert bench to be 
dy ‘as they do: from ‘each other. The tho. donvorted, or, as the 


generally reoei ved opinion among: the ie, hes perienced religion.” 
led Ghristiaus think that 


* 


more 


: 
‘ 
* 
* 
4 
4 
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some sort ot 
sion, accompan 
and more or less incoherent prayers, 
must occur within the heart, p ing 
a change of heart,” before the indi- 
vidual can be said, to be converted.” 
‘When this manifestation has occurred, 
the convert ii said to have been 
born of the Spirit,” become a child 
of God,” etc., and is, by many Protes- 
tanta at least, considered as saved, 
unless he falls from grace.” Outward 
ordinances sre non-essential to salva- 
tion. Baptism is but an out ward 
sign of an inward grace,” the said 
“‘imward grace” alone being all that 
is really indispensible to salvation. | 
All who entertain these of similar 
opinions concerning the nature and 
effect — . true conversion to the — 

I, bold to egregious errors. They 
— 22 not the process by which 
the human mind or soul is subjugated 
and made fit for entrance into the 
glorious abode of God. That which 
they call conversion is principally 
a tempestuous, over-wrought condition 
of the. imagination and emotions. 
True, it is often accompanied by a 
quickening of conscience fur sins oom - 
mitted, and fervent resolutions to ain 
no more. But even a quickened con. 
science and resolutions to sin no more 
do not constitute a conversion to 
Christ.“ The heathen who have never 
heard the name of Christ, may experi- 
ence the former and make the latter, 
and still remain in total ignorance of 
the Gospel. Bat a person, to be con- 
verted to Christ, in the true significance 
of that phrase, must first be correctly 
informed by some one who possesses: 
correct information on the subject, 
concerning who Obrist is, and must 
listen attentively to a correct and 
truthfal explanation of the object and 
nature of Christ’s mission. He must 
be informed that Christ s mission was 
to come upon the earth and prepare a 
way, plan, scheme, programme or 
| l, whichever name may be pre 
ferred, by carrying out which a man 
might accomplish the salvation of his 
soul. He mustthen be informed con- 
cerning this plan of salvation, and be 
must be taught what its principles. and 
laws are. After ail this information 


bas been i to him, be ma | 
pay, is almost sure to, doubt its teeth 
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re spiritaal convul- | Before he can become a converted 
ea by groans. and tears, 


man he must be convinced in his mind 
that the information which he has 
heard is true, and, to cause him to 
have faith in it, some kind of evidence 
must be brought forward in its ip, a 
for the man cannot believe or have 
faith in that which he has heard, unless 
bis mind perceives some evidence in 
favor of its truth, for faith is founded 
on evidence. But what evidence can 
or must be adduced in favor of Christ 
and his Gospel in order to convert 
people? We enswer; evidence. of 
sufficient strength and force to be con- 
vineing to the minds and hearts of the 
people. Stronger evidence is required 
to convert one man than another. 
The minds of some people are peculi- 
arly quick to perceive the truth and 
force of evidence in favor of the Gospel 
and, their hearts being too meek, low- 
ly and humble to resist evidence and 
testimony, they become converted 
Readily. Others, quite as acute to 


perceive the truth and forceof evidence 


and testimony.in favor of the Gospel, 


have hard, proud bearts, and, for a 


long time, resist the truth or reject it 
entirely, even though very strong evi- 
dence indeed should be presented to 
them in favor of it. 

Some men have a faith in the Gospel 
which has been produced by evidence 
derived from logic and reason. The 
faith of others is founded upon tradi- 
tionary evidence, The faith of others 
still is founded on the testimony of 
men who declared boldly that they 
knew by revelation from God that the 
Gospel was true. All theese different 
kinds of evidence are useful in convert- 
ing people to the Gospel, but the evi- 
dence next most powerful to that of a 
revelation from God to the individual 
direct, is the solemn testimony of the 
servants of God, that they know, by 
precisely such a revelation, that what 
they teach is true. Such 


borne by two or more witnesses of.g 


moral character, is very strong and will 
generally result in the conversion of 
those who are humble and honest, if a 
fair opportunity to investigate is given 
them. But it is possible for a man to 
listen to, and investigate the evidence 
of reamm, tradition, and even the 
testimony of the servants. of God, in 
ta vor of the Gospel, and still remain 


a : 
* 
* 
= 
— 
. 
| 
4 + 
' 
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uneonvortod. Why is this? It is be- 
cause something: more than investiga- 
ting outside evidence is necessary to 
accomplish conversion, and that some- 
thing is the spirit of trath in the heart. 
No man, says Jesus, ‘‘ cometh unto 
me except he be drawn of the Father,” 
i. a. drawn by the Father's Spirit, and 
no man, whose mind is not enlightened 
by the Spirit of God to a sufficient 
degree to enable him to perceive the 
truth and force of evidence in favor of | 
the Gospel can possibly become con- 
verted. But this Spirit will never fail 
to shed its light in the minds of all who 
seek it. Therefore those who have it 
not are under condemnation. | 
When the evidence above spoken of 
is presented to a man and he weighs 
it with a humble, prayerful heart, the 
Spirit helps his wavering mind to per- 
ceive the truth and force of the evi- 
dence presented and of the Gospel 
which it sustains, and the new light 
thus shed abroad in his soul by the 
combined influence of the spirit of 
truth and the testimony he has heard, 
prodace a thorongh conviction in his 
mind of the Gospel. Still he may 
not be converted. But the Spirit, 
working in his heart, will not let him 
rest until he has obeyed that which he 
is firmly convinced in true. Bnt what 
constitutes obedience to the Gospel ? 
A thorough repentance of. sin, and a 
proper baptism for the remission of all 
past sins, followed by an observance of | 


7 


the other laws and ordinances of the 
Gospel, constitute the obedience ro- 
quired, and, when the man has render- 
ed this obedience he becomes converted 
or ch from a sinful to a sinless 
being; 1s no longer a sinner but a 
Saint. Such a change as this cannot 
be consummated till obedience to the 
laws and ordinances of the Gospel has 
been rendered. 02665 

This, in brief, is a description of a 
true conversion to the Gospel of Christ 
in its various stages. It is accompani- 
ed by a firm, deep-seated conviction 
that the Gospel is true, and when this 
conviction fastens itself upon the mind 
80 as to produce conversion, the heart 
becomes soft and tender, the spirit is 
subdued, and, mayhap, the convert 
weeps, either for joy at his own deliv~ 
erance, or from compassion on the lust 
and fallen state of his fellow beings. — 

Conversion to the Gospel, if genuine, 
fills the soul with a hallowed peace, 
and calms the spirit with a holy joy ; 
not like a fierce, devouring, angry 
storm, not like a tempestuous whirl- 
wind, uprooting our hopes, is that 
which attends conversion. But as the 
gentle dews of heaven distil their 
refreshing sweets and moisture upon 
the parched, thirsty fio wer, so falls the 
spirit of light, truth and. hope over the 
converted soul, produoing-a calmness,. 
peace, hope aud joy t earth cau: 
neither give nur take away. 


* 


4 


a: 


DISPENSATION OF THE 


FULLNESS OF TIMES. 


nV BLDER GEG. o. FERGUSON. 


We are living in the last days. Our 
dispensation is that of the ‘‘ fullness 
of times, in which God said he would 
her all things together in one, in 


in the earth. Everything pertaining 
to the. Goapel in ail — dis- 
pensations is contained in this: faith, 
repentance, baptisms, laying on of 
hands, the Lord’s supper, spiritual 


ifts, holy anointings, prophec 
healings. Did the Metchine. 
dek “Priesthood pertain to the Patri 


Christ Jesus, both in the heavens and |, 


archal dispensation? It also pertains 


to thie. . Did the Levitical, or Aaronic 
Priesthood, pertain to the Mosaic 
dispenastion? We have it also and, 
by operating in both Priesthoods, can 
come song of Moses and of Aaron, 
Was the Urim and Thummim used in 
former dispenaations ? So it has been 
and will be in this, Although many 
of the educated have sneered at the 
Dr diction of the Book of 
ormon, it was translated verbally 
and literally, 8 power of God, 
ie’ Urim and Tbummim, 


through ‘th 
ing to the tedtimony of living 


é 
* 
* 
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witnesses, ‘if: a: word or sentence was 
improperly written -down, that word 
er sentence ‘would not give place to 
the succeeding words: till it was pro- 
perly:copied' by the smenuensis, and 
then it disappeared from the imstru- 
ment. Thisinstrnment will be largely 
‘used in the temples of tbe Lord for 
2 ordinances: for the salvation of the 
ead. 
Wbo knew anything of the Melchi- 
zedek ' Priesthood: before the inaugura- 
tion of this dispensation? Edwa 
Irvine, a celebrated Scotch minister, 
who was excommunicated from the 
Presbyterian Church by the presbytery 
of Anunn, for heresy, some 45 or 50 
years ago, and who was the founder 
of the Irvinites, or Catholio Apos- 
tolic Church,” saw the necessity of 
Twelve Apostles in the ‘Church of 
Christ in bis day, as well as in ancient 
times. He ordained twelve in that 
church. The members of that quorum 
were designated by the gift of tongues, 
and they were ordained ‘or set apart 
to ‘that office by Irving, or others, 
who were not apostles themselves. 
How was it with Joseph Smith? He 
first received the Melchisedek or apos - 
tolic Priesthood’ from Peter, James 
and John, and then be had authority 
to ordain others. Peter, James and 
Jobn held the heys of this Priesthood, 
and we instinctively ‘recognize the 
propriety and ‘order of Joseph being 
ordained by them. There were none 
on earth at that time that held this 
authority; therefore heavenly messen 
= had to come and bestow it upon 
m. The case was preoisely the same 
in the days of Jesus. At that time no 
one on earth had the. keys of this 
Priesthood, and heavenly messengers, . 
presumably Moses and Elias, came 
and ministered to him on the mount 
of transſiguration. At that time, 
however; John the ‘Baptists held the 
keys uf the Aurenie Priesthood on the 
earth; but in these last days, not even 
the'lesser ‘Priesthoud was to be found, 
aud John the Baptist had to visit the 
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Moses had to .comie:td éonfer:; the :keys 
of the gathering of Israel and; aa 


preparatory: step to this consumma- 


tion, Orson Hyde took his journey ta 
Palestine, and blessed and consecrated 
that land for this purpose. Elijah 
had to come to confer the keys of the 
turning of the hearts of the fathers:to 
the children, and the hearts of the 
children to the fathers. Michael also, 
or Adam and Gabriel, or Noah, camé 
with their keys, and all others who 


rd | have held power, or the keys thereof, 


from God at any time, on this earth, 
have come or will come. before the 
winding up so .. 
Latter day Saints; we are living in 
great days. He that putteth his hand 
to the Gospel plough and looketh back: 
is not fit for the kingdom of God, and 
if we are not advancing We are going: 
backward. Nota man on theearth knew 
how to draw near to God in prayer till 
the advent of this dispensation and 
even to day the Saints who have not 
received their endowments, do not» 
know this. Who knew anything of 
what Isaiah meant by being clothed 
with the garments of salvatton and the 
robes of righteousness:: There is a 
gathering in this dispensation of the 
keys and powers of all other dispensa- - 
tions. There is a gathering of the sons. 
and daughters of God. Even the men 
of acience in these days are resus- 
citating and amplyfying the ideas of 
of the ancients;:and showing to the 
world things long since dead. God is 
gathering and welding together his. 
children of all generations. And, 
though: the wicked will, yet do more 
wickedly, thanks be to God he is giv- 
ing the kingdom and the greatness — 
thereof to the Saints of the Most High. | 
Brethren let us be 
ient, prayerful aud patient, making 
ourselves acquainted with God and his 
laws, carrying them out to our utmost 
ability. struggle before 


| 


We have a» 
us, dut the day is not far off when 
Zion will put on her strength and 
break the bunds from off her necks 


earthy conter this’ authority on | God is our strengtn. 
be happy, this could be readily aqcomplished ; but we 


Wiab to be;bappier khan ofher people and this is almost alwaya difficult 
we frequently believe others to be happier than we ars. 


29178 
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VARIETIES. 


BisMARCK ON RRELIGIOUs LIBERTT.— I do not know how or in what connec - 
tion the Mormons came up, but the couversation turned on the question, 
whether they and their many wives should IN tolerated. The Count took the 
opportunity to express his own opinion un felig iors hibbe berty, and Rebiareiil him- 
self very decidedly for it; only, it must, he said, be impartially managed 
“ Every man must be saved after Lis own fashion,” he added; I will one day. 
agitate this question, and the Reichstag will certainly vote with me. But the 
Church property must, of cohrse, remain with those who stand by the old 
Church which acquired it.”—Bismarck in the Franco German War. : 
TREE FINisHING Straw.—When we made an excursion in Southern Utab, not 
long ago, we were hospitably entertained by the Mormon Bishop at Richfield. 
He was a Scotchman, and had been brought up a rigid Presbyterian. ‘‘ Ah, 
pad said he, they think ill of me at home for changing my religion; but: 

ere was my brother Aleck who took it most to hear. He was on his way last 
year to Caliturnia, and turned off the road a bit to see me, and try to bring me 
back into the fold. When be got here he spent a whole evening in lecturing” 
me, and then went to bed. In the morning I gave him the beat breakfast the’ 
4b. would afford coffee and rolls, trout, beef, aud venison steak and such 

Poor Aleck ! he looked all over the table, and then turned upon me his. 
sorrowful face, blurting out, “On J amie, mon ! Jamie, mon! did I ever think 
it would come to this: I uld hae forgein a’ yer but hae 


gein up yer parritch f American paper. 


-‘Four Impossistz THines.—1. To escape trouble running away from 
duty. Jonah ouce made the experiment, but it did not succeed. There- 
fore, mavfully meet and overcome the difficulties and trials to which the 
post assigned you by God's providences exposes you. 5 

2. To become a Christian of strength and maturity without: andergoing 
severe trials. What fire is to gold, such is affliction to the believer. It 
burns up the dross, and makes the — shine forth with — lustre. 


„ „ „„ % „„ 


the tempost, becomes its own 8 _ So. the man who is — to 
rely ou his own resources, forms an independence of character to which he. 
could not otherwise have attained. 


4. To be a growing man by looking to your position in society for in- 
finence instead of bringing influence to your position. Therefore prefer 
outside , 


hat the actual image of a friend to us a res 
sdores of miles e will be brought before onr eyes. Hamlet was right; there 
are niore things betwixt of in o 


owu resonrces. be oak in the middle of the forest, if surrounded on al 
sides by trees that shelter and shade it, rats np tall and comparatively feeble; ~- 
cut away its protectors, and the first blast will overturn it. But the same ~ 
Arabian Nights’ Eutertainments can equal the magical inventions which science 
is every day bringing to light, as if by the touch of Ariel’s wand. The latest 
discovery. by a Freuchman promises, when matured, to be the greatest.) It is 
called the | which it is ans 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1879. 


— 


ien FoR THE LIVIN G, AND THE DEAD. 
By of President / A. v. Macdonald, of the we are 
enabled to present the following statistical exhibit to the readers of the Stan, 
showing the amount of ordinance work done in the St. George Temple for the 
years 1877-8. A short time ago we published some figures in the same oon- 
nection, but they were not so complete as those now given. The report was 
supplied to Elder Macdonald by Elder John Pymm, of St. George, who is 
engaged in officiating in the House of the Lord at that mn 


Baptisms for the Living ..... in 1877, 538; 1878, 356. Total, 894. 
Dead. . „ 30,384; „„ 23,197. „ 53,581. 
Endowments the . „ 1.0. 
Dead. „ 13,268; „„ 12,196. „ 25, 464. 
Marriages to the Living and : 
Sealing Children and Parents, pene | 
Living and Dead.. „ 565; „ . 
Tota ls ...... 1877, 55,960 ; 1878, 46.237. „ 102, 197. 


rothe Pymm states that he omitted from the figures he furnished, from 
which the foregoing is compiled, some portions of work done in the Temple in 
the years above mentioned. The report, however, i is sufficient to show to the 
Saints that the prophesies of inspired men of ancient and modern times, in re- 
lation to the hearts of the children being turned to the eg and the hearts 
of the fathers to the children, is receiving a literal verification. The minds of 
the people of God should accordingly be lifted in gratitude and rejoĩoing to 
lim for granting them the glorious privilege, if faithful, of standing as saviors 
upon Mount Zion. Without the welding of the great patriarchal chain which 
should bind the intelligences on each side the wail, geo the salvation ot the 
living not the dead could be perfected: 8 
canse f the positive and unchanging stand taken by the Latter -day Sainte 

that they, alone are. in possession of the keys and principles of exaltation, 28 
revealed in the Gospel of Christ, they are oftentimes considered illiberal . 
bigoted. In point of fact, however, there is no people on the earth in posses- 
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alou of views and sentiments of greater breadth or comprehensiveness, This 
may be deemed irreconcilable with the attitude assumed of the exclusive 
-Correstness of the faith and practise of the Saints as ‘a complete system of al- 
vation, revealed, in this day, from heaven; Not more so then was the assump- 
tion of Jesus Ohrist and ‘hie disciples, who knew, with absolute cettainty; that | 
they were in possession of the true light, while the world, who opposed them, 
grovelled in 80 ter a the m to was 
‘concerned. - | 
In their of the godlike ban ot the Goepel, 
of the work of the Lord in these days frequently advance the proposition that, 
if we have the only Gospel authority and principles receiving heavenly recog- 
nition and approval, the dead who heve pissed off this creation without the 
opportunity of hearing or embracing the truth, will be forever shut out from 
the présence of God, to dwell in eternal gloom, Reasoning upon this false 
hypothesis, they assert that such a condition would be incompatible with the 
_jistics and mercy of the Creator. And so it would, but fortunately no such 
situation exists in the divine economy. True, ‘mankind, in accordance with 
the eternal principle of fres agency, can reject the truth and drive and exter- 
minate its authorized representatives from the earth, which, as history 
definitely informs us, has been frequently done, and subsequent generations 
Who took no part in the truth repelling warfare, be, by the satanic action of 
their fathers, left without the illuminating, guiding beacon of heavenly com- 
munication through anthorized agencies and appointments. Yet, in the 
infinitude of the mercy and providence of Him whose vigilant eye is over all 
his creations, when they pass to the life beyond, in the spirit world, they do 
not go beyond the pale of the all-powerful principles of the Gospel of Him 
~who was full of grace and truth from the beginning. That same Jesus who 
opened up the dispensation of the fullness of the Gospel to earth’s inhabi- 
tanta, in the meridian of time, also carried the divine message to the spirits 
in prison,” as clearly set forth in the 3rd and 4th chapters of the First Epistle 
of Peter. The “everlasting doors” werte lifted up, and the King of Glory 
passed into the realms beyond, where were the expectant spirits of men and 
Women; captives waiting to be set free. But it is an unqualified fiat of 
-Jehovah that none can enter into the kingdom of God except he be born of 
Pater and of the spirit, as witness the positive ‘declaration of the Savior to 
“Nicodemus, stated in the Ird chapter of John. As spirits cannot have the 
physical ordinance of baptism administered to them, typical, by the process of 
immersion, of the death, burial, and resurrection of the great Captain of our 
-dalvation, a way bas been provided: in the saving design, whereby that 
ordinance can be performed Vicariously for them. The existence of this 
priaciple as a Gospel — is in tho 16th of 1st 
“Corinthians. 
Professing, not real, Christiane’ waive ridieuled the idea of the 
porlorusasios of vicarious labor for the dead, “and in doing so have assumed the 
gent of the scoffer, seeking to bring into popular contempt an undeniably scrip- 
tural doctrine. In fact, the great fundamental principle of the atonement is 
-essentially vicarious; being in the nature of a work performed’ by one person 
in behalf of others. Not only does this beneficent law extend, in its application, 
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to the Gospel, ordinanee of baptiem, by immersion, for the remission. of sing, 
but to all the sacred rites and performances in the great plan of salvation, the 
saving effect. being, of oourse, conditional upon the acceptance of the revealed 
will of God, by those living in the spirit, free ngenvy being an everlasting 
priteiple. Were this not 50, man would not be an conse- 
responsible being. Ad 

The report presented. in connection with this give. a tine cou, 
ception to the uninitiated of ane of the reasons why the Latter-day Saints 
gather in one vast body, and the cause ( fitheir engaging in the heaven-appointed 
work of the construction and erection of Temples to the Most High God. They, | 
are holy buildiogs, dedicated and consecrated for the most sacred purposes. of; 
redemption. They are pervaded by that spirit which imperte a. peace that, 
passeth understanding, and their halle are graced with the presence of heavenly, 
intelligences... Temples are built that in them may be performed the sacred: 
ordinances pertaining to this creation and its inhabitants; for the conducting: 
of Gospel rites that must of necessity be attended tuupon the planet to which; 
the persons for whoni the work is done belong, They cannot be performed, 
wheré, for instance, there is neither marrying nor giving in marriage, for; 
all things, in the economy of God, must progreas in their order and station, 
that, as in all the creations of nature exists harmony, order and. beauty 80, 
must that condition prevail in the CORED INA and advance meng of: the great, 
redemption of our race. “4 

Instead of the Latter-Jay Saints — open to the gross * 3 
they abould be accredited with being imbued with a genius of the most com- 
prehensive philantbropy, which, in its broad and continually. widening spirit; 
and application, reaches far into the eternities. Animated by this benevolent, 
disposition, they freely give of their substance, the fruits of their toil and- 
industry, for the erection of holy buildings, designed for the. extension of the, 
principles of life and eternal glory to the teeming myriads who formerly lived, 
on this globe, as well as their own advancement on the path of happiness. The: 
building at St. George was erected at a cost, if we recollect aright, of in the; 


vicinity of six hundred thousand dollars, or one hundred and twenty thousand 


pounds sterling. Another is in process of construction at Manti, Sanpete, 
County, and athird at Logan, Cache County, each of which will involve an ex; 
penditure of probably abont « similar amount to that already named, while 
that at Salt Lake City will, when completed, have cost „bat might be deemed- 
an enormous eum, the structure, being not only beautiful. in design, but of 
great massiveness and solidity, When: finished it will, as an architectural. 
specimen, not only be an ornament to its inmediate. location, bate conapignons, 
attraction among the best buildings on the western Continent. 

These efforts of the Latter-day Saints in the work of erecting. len 
ee is but a beginning to their labors in that direction. While engaged 
in it in their present gathering place, they naturally turn, wich the eye of 
faith and expectancy, to the time when the most gturions labor of building a 
holy structure in Independence, Jackson County, Missouri, which is the 
Centre Stake of Zion, will be begun. . Notwithstanding that the Lord said, in 
@ revelation given in August, J831, in reference to the Saints. then living, 
Te shall be soourged from city to city and from ayuagogue to synagogue, 
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and but few shallstand to reeeive an inheritance,” the Saints will, ere long, 
return to the consecrated spot, and begin the work of redeeming Zion. 
The time for the commencement of that great labor must be not far distant, 

„ according to a revelation given through the. Prophet Joseph Smith, Sept, 
Bad and; ‘23nd, 1832, a temple will be reared, in the generation in the 
oommuniostion was given, on the western borders of Missouri, and the glory 
ol God, i in the form.of a pillar, of. cloud, by ;day..apd a. pillar of fire by night, 
Et upon it. Nearly. forty-seven years have elapsed.and, as.not one word that 

been spoken. from heaven through God's Prophet shall fail of fulfillment, 
we. must. be approaching | a culmination of events the like of which the world 
has never before witnessed. From the Centre Stake Zion shall shed forth the 
effulgence of her. glory, and athrant: the eee attention of the great ones 
of the earth. 

In the Temple at Kirtland, Ohio, was, fulfilled the in 
the last chapter of Malachi -- Behold, I will send you Elijah the Prophet 
before the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And hs shall turn the heart 
of the fathers to the children, and the pant of che children, to the fathers, lest. 
Loome and smite the earth with a curse.“ In that building the Prophet Elijah 
appeared to the Prophet Joseph Smith, and bestowed. upon him the keys for 
the introduction of this department of the work of the Eternal Father. In 
proof of the genuineness of this claim of the great Prophet of the nineteenth 
century, the hearts of the: tens of thousands of Latter-day Saints are turned 
with yearning desire to the fathers who have preceded them. Inspired with 
this fraternal feeling.for the whole. family of man, they not only build temples 
and officiate, in divine ordinances therein for the dead fathers, and travel 
thousands of miles by sea and land to preach the Gospel, but many, impelled 
by an insatiable thirst to be saving instruments in behalf of the departed 
spirits, are indefatigable in their efforts to obtain genealogical iaformation 
concerning their ancestors, to enable them to carry on the work of redemption 
intelligently and advisedly. In these endesvora they are aided by the guiding 
inspiration of the Spirit of the e and, ** nne of the eee of the 
First Born behind the vail. 


125 children, and of the a to the fathers, . witness the turning of the 
feelings oi the Lamanites on the American Oontinent to the Book of Mormon, 
which is a record of the doings of their fathers, and their obedience to the 
same Gospel principles that existed among their enlightened progenitors, 
Nor, should our eyes be closed to the spirit that moves upon the more ortho- 
dox portion of the Jewish race, The,evidences, that they begin to turn their 
attention to the promises made to. Abraham and others of the patriarchal 
eelebrities, in relation to their establishment, in the latter days, upon the Land 
of Promise, end. the coming of the Divine Deliverer, are looming up conspicu-. 
ously, These are among the sigas of the approach of the ee of the — 
tiles, and the comiug of the Redeemer of Israel. 

Let no man say that the Latter-day, Saints, are e in 6, narrow or cone, 
tracted work, fe 80 high as the heavens, are above the earth, so is the 
expansive plan 0. salvation with which they are identified compared with. he 
ma of ao-called modern Chriatiapity, 
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— 
we ere froth Brother Ra wis: Holder; clerk, “thi ‘of two 
meetings held in Hockley Chapel, Hunter’s Vale, ‘Birmfogbam, on Sunday, 
Feb. 16th, which were attended by President. William ‘Budge and Elder John 
Nicholeon, by special appointment. Besides these two brethren’ there were 
present, on the stand, from Utah, Elder W. S. Burton, President of, and W. 
J. B Carter, Edwin Curtis and William England, Traveling Elders in the 
Birmingham ‘Oonference ; also Samuel L. Adams, visiting’ ‘Elder, ‘who ‘is 
devoting much of his time and ability, with good effect, in the’ work of the 
ministry. | 
In the ales the nl was W dy President Budge, with 
much force and clearness, dwelling principally upon the nature and objects of 
marriage. He showed the ignorance: that existed in the world in reference 
to this important subject and the superiority - of the marriage institution 
believed in and practised by the Latter-day Saints. He aleo gave some 
excellent counsel to the Saints, regarding their duties and the nature of the 
responsibilities which rest upon them in connection with dimeminating * 
knowledge of the work of God, by every legitimate means. 

In the evening the mesting was addressed by Elder Nicholson, who spoke 
upon the peculiar condition of the nations as answering exactly to the des- 
cription given by ancient und modern prophesy, of the circumstances that 
would prevail in the latter times, immediately preceding the promised advent 
of the Savior. Conspicuous among the signs of the present day was the 
restoration of the Gospel and the gathering ‘of the elect, providing a way of 
escape from the terrible ponding for who — af 
entreating voice of revelation. | 

Phe meetings were well attended by the Saints, a i Wunder of bes were 
present from adjacent branches, and atrangers. The branch, ‘which is under 
the presidency of Brother George Spokes, is in good condition, 2 uuited spirit 
prevailing, and a number have been baptized since holding’ of the last 
Conference, on the 13th of October, 1878. 

Besides the meetings above mentioned, President Budge and Elder Nicholson 
met with President Burton and the Elders laboring with him, ‘at 26, Tenby 
Street, in the capacity’ of a Council, at which Eider Budge’ g ‘his ‘views in 
reference to the best practical measures for the spreading of the ‘Gospel and the’ 
maintainance of harmony and order in the branches of the Ohurbb. ‘The other’ 
brethreu present expressed themselves in the same connection, à united and 
peacefni sentiment’ ‘prevailing,’ all feeling mutually benefitted and atren rthened 
by the association and interchange of views. 

On Tuesday evening, Feb: 18th, Elder Nicholson, wy men in com-’ 
pany with’ Elders Burton, Curtis and Adams, attended meeting at Wolverhamp- 
ton, which was well attended by the Saints anda nuinber of énquiring strangers’ 
were also present. He treated principally upon the Book of Mormon, explaining’ 
some of the unmerous evidences of its divine authenticity.’ “This branch, which 
in presided over by Brother Brewster, appears to have @ good prospect ‘opening’ 
before it, as u nber of people are investigating the principles of the Gospel 
in that town, and quits u few — attenid the testing? sg. 
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the evening of, Wednesday, Feb. 19th, President Budge met with the 
Sainte of the Dadiey Branch, and. dad & most: excellent time. He spoke speci- 


ally upon the nélity of the Deity, sustaining his proposition by scriptural 
oe. He contrasted the nature and character of the true and living 
God with the mythical nonentity which modern prufesaing Christians h 
manufactured from thefr vain imaginations—a being without body, parts or 
ng | — the Saints in their duties. A good apirit perva - 
. Altogether the visit. was, we believe, one of profit and consequently of 
pleasure, The traveling ministry in the Conference are united and doing wiat 
they can to advance the interests of the work of God. ss 41 


omer to any of the Elders or Saints for information as to where they can be 


2 and'20 of the Stat, bound of unbound. Would feet 


P 1 


LIVERPOOL CONFERENCE,-——-A be held in Miner’s Hall, Mill- 

te, Wigan, on Sunday, March 2ad. President William Budge and other 

Iders from Utah will be present on the occasion. Three meetings will be 
held, commencing at 10 a.m., and 2 and 6 o'clock; P. in. 8 4 1 195 


wy” 


_ Emicration,—lt is probable that the first this year’s emigration 
will leave Liverpool on the 19th of April. We have been advised. by letter 
from President John Taylor, to make arrangements to that end. The ojos 
in baving a company leave so early, is that those who desire to arrive in Utah 
in time to have the whole summer before them to work in and prepare for 
their first winter may have the opportunity, For the benefit of those — 
will be unable to go in April, ve may state that it is expected the secon, 

company will leave about the end of May, and the third toward the end of 
June, besides others later in the season. Not having yet made shippiug 
arrangements, we are unable, at present, to state unqunlifiedly that the firat 
company will depart on the date mentioned. As soon as we. are able to give 
information as to fares, etc., it will be published in the Stan. A; 


Uran Susscrrsers.—It is possible, owing to the distance over which they 
have to be transmitted by mail, that ocpasional numbers of the Stak may 
fail to reach some of our Utah subscribers. In such cases, should any occur, 


we will take pleasure, on beiog advierd, in supplying the missing copies. = 
— Ty gigantic strike of Liverpool workmen is still in progress. | Not- 
withstanding that large bodies of tbe men have succumbed to the terms of 
their empluyers, aud resumed Work, thousands remain obdurate. The masters 
continte to bring workmen from Glasgow and other large cities, but they have 
to be kept out of ‘the reach of the strikers; who are ready to poucce upon and 
maltreat them at every opportunity. Several cases: of intimidation - and 
brutal abuse have occurred, some of the victims narrowly escaping with their 
lives. The police, in patading the streets, according to instructions, constantly 
carry their intheir bands, 
— Recently tbe Municipal Council of Paris made an attempt to rebabili- 
tate that moat, danusreas and bloody organization, the Cemmune. They voted 
the sum, of one hundred thovsand france of the public money to aid pardened 
and returning exiled members of that socialistic combination. The Minister of 
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